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P As always, in the final moments of wrapping up yet another zine ] 
I'm thin k ing of my friends who make my life rich and full and whoa I 
I could never thank enough for all their love and support* It would 
take pages to acknowledge them all and a "credits" section needs and 
wants to be specific- First of allr much on-going appreciation to 
the Big lella House collective for their gift of the Hobos from Hell 
office, without which, this sine would not exsist-Also , without the 
massive generosity of my european friends and relatives the subject 
matter of "Eurohobo would only be a fantasy- Big appreciation ■ 
to Aunt Rosemary, cuzins Carol and Georges- And Raymonde and Alex- ■ 
And the rest of the "Eutry gang"- Big thanx to Kathy and Sam, squatte: 
friends in London- Gilsed and Sens in Barcelona- Heather number one in 
Athens- Martin and Veann in Muhldorf- Thanx, Shreya, who travelled ■ 
with me for a month in. Spain- Fellow traveller, Janni, in germany - 
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channel" ( under the englisk channel) and 
tramping eastern europe/russia remain 
unfulfilled dreams (next time?) hut were 
sweetly compensated by crossing the alps 
three times by freight* and three other 
mountain ranges (the Jura* Pyrenees*, and 
the appenino)*. as well the coasts of 
Spain* francs* and Italy® Regardless of 
the sheer hard work of train hopping 
there and occasional crappy luck* not a 
day went by without some moment of self 
reflection* agrin would break outt "Tffow 
I r m a hobo in europe* * .1 r ll be remember- 
ing this!” This zine is an attempt to 
pass on both the inspiration Cor is it 
foolishness?) as well as the practical 
"how-to" stuff* How-to info gets boring, 
so hopefully some of the stories will 
add some spice* Enjoyl 


JISA MGUimiK HOP 


Would we be seen yet again? 

Heather number two and mine luck,, 
so far, had sucked l A half dozen 
nights of getting on the xn po .de * s l i nk ing and sneaking*, sleeping 
and waiting in as many freight yards had all been in vain* A^per- 
plexed and mildly amused pair or french yard workers* one of whom 
we figured to be a supervisor type* had kicked our stowaway asses 
Oj.f an, auto rack train* Cold feet and last minute: indecision lost 



us another train out o.f Paris .*** was 
it the armed* roaming train station, 
guards who looked ready to maybe 
shoot anything out of the 
ordinary (train station bombings have 
been reality in europe* decades before 
americans ever had a series that about 
terrorism) * The dijon freight yards 
hadn*t worked out for us either* While 
scouting and checking out freight car 
destination placards in a busy* well 
lit yard in southern Switzerland I*d 
gotten seen and confronted by five or 
six mystified workers* Sans french* my 
pantomime of what I was doing there 
and what we wanted (a westbound train) 
quickly devolved into a joke. Heather 
and 1 were still new to the concept 
(but catching on) of hobos not being a 
concept*, as exemplified by these work- 
ers scratching their heads* Plus the 






language tiling £ toward the end,±n desperation* I turned around in 
m. d- sentence * trying to show off the faded punk patch on my hoodie,, 
a graphic of some. kids, on an amsricalL boxcar* n See, seel Train du 
merchandise *we s tboundl " It didn*t work- I guess I'd become the 
wingnnt of. the week*an american one, no less* in that freight yard- 
Absurd and frustrating- I bid a quick au revoir and scurried off 
to Heather hi d-i n g with the packs in. the tracks! de bushes, n Shit* 
we gotta get outta here, X think they're gonna Gall security-” W© 
hadn' t sloped an inch* much less* a kilometer on a freight train 
yet- 

' how* a hitchhiking day later* up in the mountains* a charming 
awiss train station,, crossing our fingers on a grainer porch* 
crouching shadows, ready to depart westbound- We r re sandwiched 
between an active passenger train that has just pulled in and 

a station platform- A 
worker walks by tapping 
each car with a hammer* 
he r s singing ”1 Walk The 
Line” in french, blind 
to us- We're paranoid, a 
familiar feeling* how is 
it that the station, 
passengers don't see us? 
Moments of nervous 
invisibility* but deter- 
mined-- -we've paid our 
dues and nothing to • 
loose! Then, just like 
that, we're off, quickly 
leaving the station 




behind- Within a moment! 
our speed is crazy 
fast, the roar is 
deafening! Laughing, 
gesturing, talking is 
out of the question- 
Finally- our first 
freight train in 
euro pel Instantly, 
everything goes dark, 
for long moments we. 
dare not move for 
fear of tumbling off 
the porch- Somewhere 
in. here, in what we 
estimate must be a 
ten mile long tunnel, 

we cross t illegally; into france- Out the other end, we ride wu 
the Jura mountains, in glorious bloo&^it's May* It $&st became 
all well worth it! We grin at each other- 
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Freight, hopping In western europe. is hard work! By that, I mean, by 
comparison to hoboing, in no rthamerica -likely its the trickiest and 
toughest way to travel europe; with the possible exceptions being boat 
and ship hopping/ ferry ride scams(if such, things exist!) Is. it worth 
the time and trouble, aard energy? Depends on who you are and what you 
wanna see and experience? If yon are enamoured with freight trains 
and like to ride them,a3id can sustain stubbornC bordering on obsessive) 
qualities ,you r ll go far and see muchuOf ten. especially when the luck was 
running thin, a certain stubborn "hang-in-thereness” went a long ways 
for me* Why ride freights when you can fly for cheap, bike tour, hitch 
hike( "auto stop” as its universally known by here) , ride the ferries* 
rent a car, or ride ”the plush”— those plentiful passenger trains? 
Depending on the time you have,yur itenerary and goals, you r ll do a : 
fair bit of some or even all of those other modes of travel* As it is 
anywhere in the world that freight trains exsist, tramping europe has 
it^s own unique flavors and to. become a hobo here,is in many ways, to 
play a differnt game*I«ll leave it to others,more articulate and poetic 
than I, to describe the Joys and beauty of euro train hopping* there's ~ 
plenty of both! Some of the fun (and work) of doing the steel- on-steel 
thing here are the many notable and important differences and challenges* 
As follows*in no particular order( except as it made sense to me) are 
the obvious and sometimes, subtle distinctions of riding the rails 
“Euro hobo H style. 






ELEC.TEIC 


predominates here (the 
one exception X saw in 
my travels was. Greece, 
where trains are diesel 
and train routes, few) * 

It was amazing, to me, 
the complexity of the 
infrastucture- millions 
of kilometers of over- 
head wire and their 
supporting towers, power 
stations, etc* There 
was something repeated- 
ly hypnotic in staring 
up, while riding along at high speeds,at what I can only describe 
as "the weaving of the lines”,* Exceptions are some yard do^sCswxtcn 
engine s ) which can work the parts of freight yards that dont have the 
-electric lines and the occasional non-electric routeX for instance 1 
rode a couple of diesel trains in- some desert, mountains of 
electric wires provide power to the. locomotives and 
feet' above’ the' freight cars* common sense and a big warmJig sigjaL 
some freight car ladders will remind you of the. danger*. The common 
N^american tactic of climbing up for an overview of the yard* scoutxng 
where the head end of the train is at, what* s happening 3 ^racis. over. 





a different and 
older history of 
migrant labor 
patterns* poverty 
and union organ- 
izing and how these 

don t correspond to 

tram riding sub- 
culture as they do 
m north america 

as wel1 as Just the 
ease of riding the 
ubiquitous and 
pletiful passenger 
trains* even 
without money 0 


,eteo~ I treated with 
extreme caution 
-never taking my eyes 
off the overhead wires 
while climbing ladders 
and always staying 
several feet below the 
wire* With the except- 
ion of the top deck of 
auto racks* riding on 
top of freight cars 
should be an obvious 
no-no t Even on non- . 
electric routes trains 
can and do merge with- 
out warning or stopping 
onto overhead wired 
tracks* My guess is a 
single touch to these 
wires 130*00 0 volts?) 
is tramp harbeque— tramp 
being the main course,* 
beware l 


tbaih 

WOBKEBS 
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as: much as I was 
able to determine, 
are completely or 
mostly unfamiliar 
with rail riders* 
whom are rare or 
non-existant ( in 
western europe). 
This is due to 
several factors; 




Also , I noticed 
some. somewhat 
subtle and re- 
sidual guilt in 
parts of europe 
about freight 
trains and their 
part in the 
death camp at 
boxcars are not 
for people 
transport! The 
upside of all 
this, when seen 
by workers and 
security , is 
it*s easy to 
pretend( when 
yur not on a 
train, of 
course) that yur 

lost from the passenger station, or camping or sightseeing or rail— 
f aning( yes,it exists in europe)or just cutting across the yard* 

The downside is it can be difficult, sometimes impossible, to find 
accurate or detailed information from yard and train workers* 
Culture and language barriers can further hinder information 
gathering*Nonetheless, when seen, don 1 ' t discount working class 
solidarity and sympathy which can include friedliness, curiosity, 
and helpfulness on their part*Bespond in kind*As many times as not, 
when I was seen, workers turned a blind eye to me, or were curios 
and helpful when they could have just as easily kicked me off or 
called train security , etc* Train workers in many places wear 
brightly colored overall type unifo rms(blue, orange, etc*it varied 
from country to country) or at the very least, bright colored 
safety vests, which makes it harder for the hobo to blend in*Also 
euro yards often have a much higher population of. workers than 
their american counterparts* For that reason X tended to prefer 
smaller,! ess industrial and less well lit yards* Big or small" I 
constantly relied on my stealth and hobo ninja skills h.ere 0 Of all 
the factors, the "worker thing" may be the single largest glaring 
diiference you*ll encounter in 


TlffiHELS^ 


a tunnel on a piggyback 
aastria 


Europeans are crazy about 
the®, many of which are the 
longest in the world* If 
there* s a hill or a mountain 
in the way, they most likely 
have gone right thru it, or 
with the English channel, 
right under ifcj "the chunnel" 
and yes, it runs freight* 
frith the exception of diesel 
routes, they are sanfe-p free* < 
Often, well lit and double 
^ track* Exhilarating* 



The configuration of freight yards, signals, swit&Mng.yard 
clearance, towers, switch engines, crew changes, etc., are all more or 
less similar to the states, Canada, & mexico but with notable 
exceptions, one being more so here; freight yards and passenger 

^™ 1 ^ 8/5a ff Ser traln yardS are oftea 01086 together, sometimes 
out in th £ same. Though, some big cities have their big yards 
out in the hoonies and you can. waste a lotta time and energy 
futzing aroung inner city yards when where you might wanna be is 
somewhere out in the country at the big yards, Cafchilg out at or 
c ' na H SJ f? 11 P assen S er stations can work well for both. 

time xs best for sustainable stealth and waiting. 


SECURITY; 


is prevalent at train stations 
+ n o — r— . anQ °f some concern 

s e SiSo S ; and/o r^so me time s° in ^*t h e 

work'well!! certafnly’no t' Sa&SuEi 1 tactic! ^ 'LllT °a£SL 
n^ er ^r. Sometimes security(as eTe.rywh.ere) is inattentive or even 
Dima because , well strain, stations are busy place a;: travellers, 
punks, and backpacks don't necessarily stand out and remember, 
hoboing is virtually unknown here» Security and railroad police 
are not looking for ridera-they are looking for terrorists, 
tkeiyes, trouble makers and probably most; commonly , lo w-li f es 
hanging onto. It r s not unusual to see people short cutting across 
the irergnt/passenger train yards, walking their dogs, eta- At 
night if yur scouting and stash yur pack, you can pass as a worker 
from a distance, less so in the day, since it seems to be universal 
that all train workers wear bright, colored uniforms or safety 
vests-Don't forget the old "I'm a dumb american,I don*t know the 
lan guage( even if you do) " foreigner priveledge thing that can go 
a long ways toward light and easy encounters on or off the trains 
Myself, being kicked off fright trains 3 or 4 times by workers but 
never busted by cops^its difficult to say what the worst case 
scenario might be for freight riding? Possible legal or quasi 
legal consequences might be infraction tickets? Bribes? Jail time' 
Court appearenc.es? Deportation? Hanging? ( just joking, ha ha) - 
Encounters and. ..consequences probably vary from country to country 
situation to situation, eastern versus western europe,private 
security or City police or railroad copsyete- The on-going 
impression for me is that north americanos carry a. fair bit of 
prive.le.dge here and a lecture, a finger wagging( "Verba ten l") and 
possibly an inf raation( you*!! never pay!) will be the most yur 
likely to encounter- Do be ready to show yur passport or. "papers” 
as they say in some plac.e a-Play it innocent and friendly , play it 
cooli 
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stirrups and steps 
can "be skimpy 


“ Of *®tt the larger 
and finer points that we. take 
for granted are quite different were 
Stirrups, steps, ladders, grabironl’' 

S“r'i*t d ‘ u “ ■sii.ithS 0 ™?, 

s»l 

crossing trains in freight vf^ T®* 

2?ss "%■ as® 

dnal baap er 5 |e2M l0 ai 

non- eMstln * aBS3 -&&-* Slack action is 

movement in the^cSli^^ Q ° pinchin 6 
when necessary and wi th^*' ? ne Csa > 
good handholds, cro attd 

ty stepping on the humper/fnd Qf CarS 
lings. Freds tflashiag rear end P_ 

Qe vices) come singly or in n “ 
pending on the c^tl Pairs.,, de- 

blink, sometimes no t^ihey ^are^ff ^ ey 

out much ado, and afteT^ 


at the last moment, making it some- 
times harder to "read” the direction 
of the trains while scoping out "big 
yardsn As with everything,, there are 
common exceptions and 1 did find freds 
to be of occassional help on figuring 
out the direction of a train and/or 
it*s readiness to depart- 
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rack train, northern Italy 


You. can certainly find 
yurself on a slow freight . 

hut. that's more the exception*Most,even short distance , trains move 
at. high speeds,scary fast and exhilarating! Start ups, slow downs 
and stops happen very quickly and quietly due to being, electric; 
powered and they carry Much lighter loads* Most freight cars are 
small and carry less weight*. Ten to thirty freight cars long is the 
average and forty is a long train, which makes walking and cutting 
around strings of cars in yards easier hut. placement is trickier 
when yur waiting as trains are very short*. Catching on the. fly or 
while stopped is often, limited to a time window of seconds,as crew 
changes, station stops,.signal stops, yard cl ear ence, .siding meets and 
even yard switching can happen quickly *Whole yards can empty out in 
hours, one train after another , minutes apart, if it*s a busy yard, 
intermingled with thru freights and the ever constant passenger 
trains * The. briskness of euro rails make north, american freights 
seem slow^ponderous, and heavy* One american hobo friend described 
his feelings, after a few rides,as ’’like riding on toy trains”*. 

They are, nonetheless , : fast.,seriGUs,,and just as potentially dangerous, 
often requiring, quick and even,impulsive ”gp for it” decisions* 

The relative quietness of the. trains, the. high speeds, and the 
frequency of passenger trains make it vital to be attentative when 
crossing tracks, hanging out.,, cutting around the ends of trains in 
yards, and sidings, .trying to catch on the fly, etc* European passenger 
trains reach, speeds of 200 mph and freights, half that*They are 
electric, fast, and quiet, beware! 

m ^ 




There* s a huge variety of freight car design la europet is the 
style, length, and size, much more so than in north americsuHany freight 
cars are quite short and compact and others,as long as we* re familiar 
with<^ Most, only have four wheels hut you* 11 occasionally see cars with 
8 wheels o- To add complexity to the mx, freight. car designs vary from 
country to country o- As follows are the. varies, types of cars and their 
qualities and limitations as regards commoness,rideahility ,hideability , 
and weather protection, etc ^o-*a general and sp e ci f ± c.( hut not necessarily 
comprehensive) guide*. If yur serious about euro train hopping, keep yur 
eyes open for the sweet variety of available rides here* mix and match 
and be creative. 





AUTO RACKS 


(AUTOMOBILE CARRIERS) 


Forth american riders* 
you* 11 think you died 
and went to. hobo heaven^ 
Quite common, a wide 
Variety of auto racks, 
most commonly two decks 
but sometimes Just one^ 
Either full or empty 
these are excellent for 
ridings All are open 
ended, some are. enclosed 
with wire mesh or opaque 
plastic, so me* wide open**. 
All are inviting Yo uncart, 
be selective on which ones 
offer the most hiddene.ss 
for yur situation. Some- 
, times the cars inside, are 
unlocked which makes for 
an even more comfortable 
and hidden ride*. If you 
do ride inside „try and 
leave the car as undis- 
turbed as. possible for 
yur own protection^ case 
you get caught later on, 
on or near the trainband 
to not set a precedent*. 
Als.a,be careful to not 
op en a can do cud . that. * s 
faced the wrong way- the. 
wind could rip it and 
damage the door^ If the 


e 




doors are locked or the 
rack Is. empty you’ll Just 
have to brave it out in. 
the open,. either on the. 
top deck, or the lower. , 
deck* Even, loaded with, 
(locked) cars.,: wind pro- 
tection. is mi ttt ffialy.be 
prepared*. 


BOXCAHSt 


Again as with, other 
european freight cars^ 
there’s a huge variety 
of types and sizes. 
Small oldish looking 
wooden boxcars* canvas 
and metal ” covered 
wagon’* style boxcars* 
long ones, short ones* 
even a ” telescoping” 
kind*etc* Unfortunatly, 
it’s rare, to see. an 



open boxcar, forget riding inside hut there's, a few kinds that o ffer 
decent rrdes( though exposed to weather and being seen) on one end - 
a catwaik with decent handrails,. You can occasionally find ;,pan 
abandoned boxcars that offer good camping and waiting spots* 





s. 


A lot of euro traffic 
consists of these* As 
you aiight guess, flats 
are often the high 
priority cargo along 
with auto racks, and 
you can trust them to 
do longer^sometimes, 
multi- country distance 
rldes^. Unfortunatly, 

"48 well type” cars 
are uncommonC see "WELL 
CARS'*) - If you ride 
container s , hulk tankers* 
or trucks( piggy hack - 
style) , you 1 11 most 
likely end. up on a 
flat with a wide 
variety of design and 
style, and how they 
configure together*, 
Rideahility can he 
cramped or spacious,, 
usually fairly exposed 
to view and. weather, 
the. most, hidden when, 
under a truck on a flat,*. 




A variety of non 
container style flat 
cars exist with the 
usual exposure to view 
and weatner r more hidden 
when they're carrying, 
trucks-piggy back style, 
military vehicles, track 
machinery ,farm tractors, 
etc*.. 


Easily recognizable, 
not especially hidden 
hut rideable full or 
empty ^ 


FLAT CARS 


COIL CARS 






rn some countries r containers, are commonly put onto what I 
would, call "low walled flats"(l8 inch high walls) which offer 
a somewhat more hideable rideiWasn* t common huh occasionally 
you* d see scrap metal or rock, being carried on these®. 


GRAINERS (closed hopper cars) 


type of grainer, frao.ee 


Liners come in a large varxety 
design and are,, along wxth 
itainer flats, oae of ohe aost 
mon rides and one of the best 
iden. on spacious porches on 
ther end. Generally , they tended 
he high priority freight,. that 
■ fast, whether doing long 
stance or short distance. 


GONDOLA 


Similar to north american gondolas 
they carry metal, scrap, etc® 

Rideahle with the usual precautions 

shifting loads ..etc.*. 






LOCOMOTIVES 
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N i:V* 
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Mostly electric* 
occasional dxeselo. 

They come in dif- 
ferent styles in 
different countries*, 
old ones*new ones* 
sometimes inter- 
changeable for 
pulling freight o.r 
passengero- They often 
have cabs at either 
end*no external walk- 
ways^ With the ex- 
ceptions of especially 
fast and/or heavy 
trains or steep mount- 

aia grades,. there.' s usually only one unit per train. which 
locomotive rides sketchy and unlikely. I never felt e^en 
tempted to ride them in europe. remotely 


four types of locomotlTes* 
lausanne train station.* switierlaud 



OPEN TOP HOPPER CARS 

■ ( COAL cars, rock ,1 
DIRT & gravel CA.RS) 


There are dozens 
types and almost 
all to varying degrees, 
offer hideable and 
spacious, porches to 
ride with some decent 
protection from 
weather and being seen. 
If yur trying to be 
especially covert* of 
course there* s always 
riding up in the rock* 

ones , C gi e w^lS"^ Sl ° W>1 ° W pr±0rit * traSfSt 






swiss graTeX car 


PASSENGER TRAIN INTO RACKS 


In some countries ^occasional high class* fast passenger trains 
have auto racks (automobile carriers) attached,* You* 11 surely need 
that, beemer while sunbathing Monaco *eh? 1 For us lower classes* 
this: can he the fast* multi- country short or long ride we r re look- 





ln 6 for - These are fast high-priority trains; stealth and. hoho 
ninja shills required! Usually the top deck is the most 
hut has Minimal wind protection, at high speeds. . . remember these 
are passenger trains that can. reach speeds in. excess of a 100 

MPH, or more* Asking at train stations,. calling, or finding the 
right brochure can give yon info on where and when passenger 
trains with rxdeable ante racks do their thing® 


] SWITCH ENGINES 


They come in a large 
variety of designs* 

The sane as in the states* 
yard dogs" are the work 
engines of the freight 
yards, making up and break- 
trains » Some are 
electric j.same are diesel. 
Also, similar to the 

statesjQTer-the-road 









Though not particularly 
commoit^keep yur eyes 
open: for these- poss- 
ibly the most hidden: 
and weather proof of 
euro freight carsrhigh 
-p rio r i ty "well” "type 


cars with the wells in: 
the middle and are 
rideahle empty or full^ 
They can carry trucks 
Ca cramped ride) or 
hulk tank ere (a spacious 
ride) a Riding empties , 
yur still somewhat 
hidden from wtew hut 
exposed to weather*. 
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tactics: Get as many maps, as: yon can of the city yur in and when 
possible^ the region* Starting at the main train station(s) , ride 
passenger trains Just one or 2 or 3 stops: out on each line, care- 
fully noting freight yards* sidings, crew change spots, where lines 
branch or merge, .stopped freight trains, etc* The frequency of 
passenger train service in most, places makes for easy out and easy 
return, plus you can sightsee, plus you can practice, yur passenger 
train scamaing* You may have already discovered this while scamming 
trains for longer distances, but it r s unusual for the conductor 
or ticket takers to come around for the first couple of stops— 
maybe yur good for ten or fifteen minutes, or longer ^plenty enough 
time to get on and ride, and check out miles of track and get off 
with no problems* Using what, maps you have and this type of 
traveling research. you can easily piece together a somewhat 
comprehensive picture, of what and where you can get started* All 
in a couple of hours,a half day or even a whole day* Take notes and 
mark yur maps* I found foreign place names quickly disappeared out 
of my head unless I wrote them down* 


PLACARDS: 




Just when 
things seem 
confusing or 
impossible, 
along comes a 
freight train 
with signs on 
it telling 
where it r s 
going* ies, 
european 
freight cars 
have paper 
placards with 
dates* code 
numbers, some- 
times* type of 
cargo, orig- 
inating point 

and destination* At first glance this is a little bit of hobo. "big 
rock candy mountain’ 1 staring you in the face, and so it is* Like 
everything else, though *it takes some work and research* In some 
places they're consistant. about changing and updating the placards 
(like Switzerland) , other s, they 're more lax about it(like spain)* 
Some freight cars you'll see them, others not— for instance, for some 
reason container flats often didn't have them* Interpreting 
placards has it's challenges; How old is it? Is it faded and 
wrinkly and obviously or:' not. so ‘obviously out. of date? Did it Just 
go thru a rainstorm and looks old but isnft? Is the freight car 
empty and returning to, its originating point? Or full, going tQ' the 



destination point? By looking at the springs near the wheels yon 
can sometimes tell if a freight car is loaded or empty,*. Is. the 
particular car or train in the arrivals yard waiting to. he broken 
up and reconfigured before heading out again? Or is it ready to hit 
the^ roads Fore ign languages and place naies., 4 as well as differing 
^ — ■ — ■ — — placard designs from 

place to place further 
complicate this, other- 
wise nice rail riding 
convenience*, Why would 
there be confusion 
about originating and 
destination points, 
you might ask? There 
are thousands of cities 
and towns in europe, 
aany of them with 
multiple freight yards, 
or if nothing else, 
delivery points*. For 
every familiar city 
name I saw on a pla- 
card, I'd see ten that 
I didn't recognize* A 
certain amount of 
"detective” work with 
.. country maps, 

tiaes( especially irSg C fSiSt ^ help a Sone- 

Pack hidden somewhere f a fe sfeak^irtn th 7 taC 'V C ' was to leave my 
and at Bi a k 1Ct0 the yard * ith Pen and paper. 

”P ~ ess's. 

of being seen or- bf^ted^d -1 f® 8 y ards and less chance 


OUT OF SERVICE PASSENGER CARS: 


Smes f stlp P ^ k p d ^ freig ^ t t yards and f reightf e go t Srn S and S o«e- 

t -- 2 - -- - 

or more hidden in the cars themselves. Be on the alert and rZZ 

rl f ^ fSSt lf . yur frei S ht CQKe s in or starts moving out.( remember 
freights can quickly reach urn- eatchable speed). As well, be ready 

to move out. fast if the area or the train ynr in is approached by 
workers or cleaning crews or it goes, into service.. For^these ? 

reasons it s not. a good idea to sleep or set up camp in a passeaeer 
car unless it's obviously abandoned. P Passenger 


n 




abandoned 


PASSENGER 


AND 


CA 


RS 


AND 


LOCOMOTIVES: 


are quite common 
to see in freight 
yards and near 
train stations* 
These can be 
handy camping, 
hiding and waiting 
to catch out spots 
when weather is 
threatening or 
other hiding/ 
waiting spots are 
too Ti sible or are 
otherwise not work- 
ing out* It became 
second nature for 
me to look for 
these as I 
traxelled around* 




SO I TALI AH 


n flila d, I think, this guy’s gonna he cool, look his shirt tail’s 
hanging out*” 

Ha Ting criss-crossed my way around a bit* now in italy for the 
second time*. I was feeling confident and somewhat expert at both the 
freight train scene and scanning passenger trains- let, spite of 
done ns of encounters* ticket takers still did make me a bit nervous- 
Ewen at the best of times they can be -- -uncomfortable* Often (in 
some countries) , if you can’k show a ticket or money yur ass gets 
kicked off the train. I’d invented this gane called "the Goo d/Bad 
Conductor game"- something to occupy the brain for those few nervous 
moments as the ticket taker works their way down the isle: "Let’s 
see, oh yeah. --a pony tail, bet this one’s hip-" etcyetc- 

So*this Italian train; this conductor’s coming along* Gilad’s new 
to this being mostly a law abiding citizen* but my experienced eye 
takes in* besides one shirt tail hanging out* the fixe day old beard 
Ca good sign) and so it’s a good bet this guy’s not gonna care much 
about a couple of ticketless ragamuffins like us* may even let us 
ride onT Cross yur fingers- 

I’d gotten spoiled on french, trains. There, the usual routine is: 
Ticket please- Ho ticket? You must pay- No money?. Passport please* 
where are you going? Then yur issued an infraction ticket that’s 
good for the remainder of the ride and a sixty two euro fine to be 
paid when you win the lottery- Like I said* sgoiled- 

Slovenly train conductor reaches our butt end of the car- "What? 

Ho ticket? What? No money? Gestures- Passports? Ahhh*Califomial How 
he's angry in Italian- Okay* I’ve bombed the game badly- Ha’s being 
"Bad" conductor- What’s more* it's contagous already— other passen- 
gers are getting involved* scowling and muttering- Ho translation 
needed here* "How dare some arneri canos* Californios* no less* ride 
around italy fox free?l u We hang our heads- More gesturing- Squirming 
on our part, Gilads’ Spanish Italian isn’t impressing anyone- We get 
the boot at the next stop* none too soon* now the passengers have us 
for paint bombing Michealangelos* tomb and riding for freei We’re 
truly and properly ashamed* shit howdy I Kicked off the train we cool 
our yets and dumbster dive the quaint little city- Sips of free beer 
we found, and the ahsurdum of bunping into and chatting with mormons 
from, south amarica- We begin to laugh and slap our knees- Ugh I Thi s 
will go down as one of the two most agitated conductors I run into 
7 b my six months of travel--»and the most hilarios-*-in retrospect* 


of course o 

Italo-phile friends tell me, "Oh, that’s just him. being Italian* 
h-r g manhood and pride required a bit of a show* everything's chill-" 
Oh,ye f s--we are* after all in the land of "Ciao"- ^ ^.Siciiy-boun . train 


Thieves rob train 
at fake stop signal 


rob 


an 

leers. 



Thp bo 1 • J ” r ' the th'* 




Many Italian smokers 

feed their nicotine 
habit with contraband 
cigarettes bought 
black-market 




, .. . . Even with excellent hobo luck and easy hitch 

hiking as well as other types of transpo, you 'll occasionally 
want to ride a passenger train. I was averaging three or four 
passenger trains for every freight train that I rode^ In most 

^ ******* ^ains to lust, about anywhere 
°fteiu. t In large and medium sized cities, trains are coming 
and going constantly, in smaller cities and towns there are 

SSVe * -* 1 - ” J “ “ * ““*«' to 

tf' SaIe - eu f° tralIL systems are for you* The up 

ticket tfk^ e fe\ PrXQElty, ' Speed ’ ? ‘ 0 nfi£ “ atiQ& »- st ^ le >- conduc tQr/ ^ 

ticket taker behavior., ease of scamability or not, can differ 

re f J ° n region, country to country,.. My advice on free 
I® d ° y UE ^ oiBewo rk- sisilar to freight hopping, scaaing 
passeger systems of europe will require soae "detective" 
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work and soae. smarts,. Spend the necessary time and energy in 
train staUons.on and off the. trains to figure out. patterns 
and what works best? Uhat kind of trains do what? There, are. 
big. differences between, intra—couatry ^express,.co2muter ^ and 
regional trains o. mat. might the. differences be with ease of 
scamability between large and medium and small train stations? 

,\? re the . best tactic:s for getting 'on the least- suspiciously 
and, then, mowing from car to ear to distance yurs.elf from the 
ticket takerts) or "controllers" as they're called in some 
places? mere, do they get off and re- board the train-the back 
middle*. or front end? Are some platforms in the stations * 



easier to Jiang out on and. blend into the crowds away from tlie 
prying eyes of security people? Some train stations at 
different times require a ticket Just to get thru to. the 
plat forms, .is there a way around that or should you buy a cheap 
ticket so as to get onto the plat forms( this wasn’t that common 
of a situation)? Is the causual approach best or is it better 
to pull the quick get on when train personel aren’t looking or 
absent for the moment? Are there front end or butt end compart- 
ments. that they may not check or notice you in? I rode relaxed 
and somewhat liidden in these ticket free spaces many times with 
little or no problems©. Are there bike, cars on some trains where 
ticket takers rarely visit? These were common,for instance^ 
Italy o- Keep yur eyes open for "honor system" pay-at-the-ma chine 
regional type trains with most often no ticket takers at all? 

I rode dozens of these hassle, free > for example^in Switzerland, 
where they are. common© A note here about bathroom scamst I never 
did it, somehow that level of clausterphobic. hiding plus, missing 
much of scenery didn’t appeal to me*hut for those so inclined, 
hiding in the bathrooms of trains can apparently work©. I paid a 
lot of attention to reading and interpretating train schedules, 
both the kind you put in yur pocket and the posted schedules 
around the stations^ Schedules can give good clues on how and 
what to try and scam* and combined with city and regional and 
country maps can make it. easier to know directions, transfer 
points, destinations© Keep yur wits about you and figure ahead 
of time where you wanna switch trains, alternative rautes,or do 
damage control when you get kicked off^etc^ Hanging out at 



stations can also double as. valuable, time., spent noting and' 
figuring out freight train, traffic as well©. If yur light on yur 
feet and decisive, you can switch, between freight,' riding and 
passenger trains relatively easyC sometimes) as th.e. sitch. requires© 

23 


% 



Large and smaller details aside, much of my 


travel experience had a sometime subtle and other times, a. 
blatant overlay of what might be labeled (for lack of a better 
phrase) "travel attitude”*. To varying degrees* train personel,. 
seeurity guards and cops*border police, even some citizens take 



seaming passenger trains seriously and I suppose same applies 
to freight ho pping( though, I never got caught doing that)* If 
you play the scam game, you' 11, sooner or later, encounter attempts 
to extract the price of a ticket (usually more*,once yur on the - 
train) or a fine r or you can be. issued an infraction ticket, to be 
paid la ter ( this was common imfrsiice.) > These can be accompanied 
by lectures,. frowns, finger shaking, he ad wagging, and bad feelings* 
My attitudes about seaming evolved over time, but. were always 
based on my personal want and need and philosophy to be able to 
wander freely on a very limited budget* If you do it, do it 
without- shame or embarassment and with respect, for others* Every— 
body has their own. style, some people do "the crying game" or the 
"the lying game". .and maybe it. works for them? I disliked the 
need to act out that, level of dishonesty and victim, mentality * 


I tried to keep two things in mind while s camming euro pet- one: 
it might seem, odd to americans where we've a prevailing culture 
of '"looking out for. number one", getting ahead and taking advan- 
tage by any means* **it»s prevalent, in punk culture all the way 
up to the rich, and politically powerful in ame.rica,but in many 
european countries they r ve created admirably honest societies* 
£4 I remind myself* I'm a guest here* And, two: even though I have. 





0f to the trains,. I'm also the guest 

f the. conductor and. other tram personel,I on their "territory 1 

“2 °r\ Wa ?r t0 iLOIIOr those things, in. europe and on the 
™ riots' short ;don.*t be another ugly americsni likewise, punk 
rock rudeness and self-righteous, anarchy don*t cut it here either 
Teah W e ali know we're citizens of the world, fuck borders, the 
lea^t^ re i?“ S f v r tb «. taking, etc. but no one will, be helped, 

turned ^ attltttde * ®^y times train workers 

turned a hlmd eye to ate being where 1 wasn't supposed to be 

1St “ S ridS wIielL t 11 ^ co »l<i have kicked me off. I had 
„ b f nd evon friendly chats with conductors after they busted 
e an hopefully, left them with a pleasant impression of train 
scammers and tramps. Also, that americans don't have to. be -jerks 

" e T r r tly P f rCieTed to he by many europeans) I Occas- 
ionally, conductors got worked up, coped attitude or were 

unneccesariiy disdainful, etc. Still, I found friendliness and 

out^for tS^P t 6ft 0kay aad would smooth things 

T b fdr the next no-budget traveler. For sustainable scam, travel 

tbe honest & confident approach,,, practical things are 
you blend in and are less suspicious or hesitant in making 

Tct ilrrff' eacoaat ® 5 s when you are caught, will go better. If yur 
beli ofii ^ eady ^tied up, you might wanna do so- it'll he more 
believable that yur a poverty case. The downside,of course, is if 

yur raggedy, dusty, and patched punk you'll stand out more. In 

Sera'P * f trai f ht - tt I>" attitude and the free, ride, sometimes 
there £ an emotional price, to pay, -.occasional "bad." days with 
not much progress, several busts, especially if there, were un- 
friendly feelings, e mbarassiient. at getting, caught, ,eta,I would just 
stop, switch over to freight trains, camp out,lick my wounds and. 
try again, .later,. On "good" days and they were many, I traveled 
for hundreds and thousands of. kilometers without problems * itt 



BUSES 


Be prepared to pay when you 
must or when it would be 
obnoxioiS: but with some buses 
and- transit, bus systems yon 
can ride free if it's an 
"honor" system or by enter- 
ing and exiting the rear 
doors* etc.. Watch for “ccn- 
t rollers" (rare) who can 
issue infractions*. 


CAMPING 


The idea of non-paying 
‘•roughing it 11 style campiag 
is unusual, even seen as 
odd but laxer attitudes 
about trespassing make it 
generally easy. With min- 
imal problemo I camped in 
parks*polo grounds, caves, 
factories^beaches, orchards, 
the mountains, garden, sheds, 
abandoned houses, etc*, etc* 


METRI C 


Europe (and the rest of the world) 
have funny measurements which can' be 
confusing to the average american. 

Most of it is not worth bothering yur 
head about, except to remember that a 
liter is dose enough to a quart to 
be the same (gas pumps* for instance 
measure by liters instead of gallons)* 
A kilo is-mbottt 2 pounds, a little 
more* A kilometer is *621 of a mile, 
which sounds confusing but sweetly, 
works out to very dose to 5/&s of a 
mile* Trains in europe, of course, 
use "kilometer posts*' instead of 
mile posts—- you'll get used to these 
whiczing by and remembering the 5/8s 
of a mile rule* you'll quickly become 
familiar and accurate with figuring 
disLances!_with barely a second thought. 



railroad tolls 


CRIME 


We v ie so used to thinking 
of ourselves as the criminals, huh? What 
are the dangers that the poor non- 
touristy, train hopper type might encoun- 
ter? Violence? Rape? Robbery? It's my 
on-going impression that western* north- 
ern, and southern europe are much less 
violent cultures than america, less 
violent crime* safer and more respectful, 
and because of that less paranoid and 
fearful* These are large and impressive 
societal differences between america (and 
other places in the world) and europe J 
Nonetheless, as anywhere, self defense 
skills can be handy.. Hone yur skills at 
being a good judge of character and 
situation, keep yur money hidden well* Be 
streetwise and smart, and likely you'll 
have little or no problems. 


look mean, 
tt tkey 're 


europe: 


BUMBSTERB 


Plentitude of dumb- 
stered food varied wildly* Wealthier 
contxies. throw away more food than poorer 
countries* I had the best consistant luck 
in england, Switzerland, and somewhat to 
my surprise* greece* Organic (or "Bio" as 
it's universally known by here) can. be 





quite common in some store 
dumbsters. The best cheese 
P had in france came out 
of the trash- 


FLYING FOE CHEAP 


Check out "Ryan Air" and other 
similar airlines for intra- 
country, surprisingly cheap 
flights to and from england 
and all over the continent * 


FARMERS AND 
STREET MARKETS 


Besides being able to buy good 
quality * and often organic, 
produce you can also score and 
eat the perfectly good throw- 
aways (tons of it) as the mar- 
kets close or just by asking- 


FERRIES 


I rode five of them in italy 
and greece and england/ france 
and never got a clue about how 
to stowaway on them, good luck.« 
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friendly traveller punk 
kid I hung out with in a 
french freight yard 


HOSTELS 


LANGUAGE 


accepted common i 
11 mostly get by : 
a lot of german* 
wont hurt though, 
english (was it i 
usually knew some 


.y , and longer dis 
;ravel costs on th 
.rig turns tyles and 
sily, pay for short 
o agents* cameras* 
e station agents ha 






















their hack turned, or are absent,. or can he distracted* Maybe they don* t 
care or don r t see it as their lob to bust free riders* Some stations are 
open access (without turmstyles or gates). Sometimes sympathetic 
passengers: may help you thru the turns tyles, VShen caught,, similar to 
freight and passenger trains,, what can happens Expect some interr- 
ogation, lecturing^ and attempts to give infractions or fines. Plead 
poverty and (hopefully) go on yur way- 


■UiiE^ui The european union (E-U-) which is the majority of 
countries there has universalized money- the n euro n makes for a lot less 
confusion and money changing than in the past. I dislike banks and tried 
to minimise my contact with them. As well,. I disdain travellers checks. 

If yur of a similar bent here*s a few old hobo tricksi keep money hidden 
in a few different places on yur body and backpack. I kept the majority 
of my cash- *merican, swiss, english, and the euro (Switzerland and england 
aren*t in the E.U.)in waterproof baggies under the insoles of my hobo 
boots which should be hidden or act as yur pillow when asleep, safe and 
secure. 


NOMA VS 


EbLlUrtJSM Kee P yur eyes open for these folks, whole caravans 
of nomads in buses, campers, trucks, and cars tour england and the con- 

wv^ nt# A l on ^ ±t ^ th& ***? festivals these are shared roaming communities 
where punks^ hippies, pagans, activists, travellers and like minded folk 
mingle and travel together. 


PAr FOR TRAINS 


flexibility is an essential aspect of low- 
bagger travel and even the most scam wise traveller must occasionally shell 
out for a train ride^ For instance, in greece, where passenger trains were 
few and far between! t became apparent that free rides and scams that had 
worked elsewhere just weren't happening there. Yur mostly travelling on 
the cheap and sometimes yon gotta pay a little ahd thats okay. 





urban squatter scene is alive and well and. quite impressive in many cities* 
A lot of americaiL and foreign anarchists, punks,, and activists connect up 
with their european counterparts in the squat communities- a place to stay 
and connect up with people,, learn about anarchism euro style and contibute 
to true JJ-I -Y* ( do-it— yurself ) living. Unfortunatly, freight hopping and 
hobo lifestyle, being unknown in western europes the two things didn't 
match up for me with the exception to some good exposure to the london 
squat scene and some friends there. \ > \ 



Three dead, 47 injured 
as German train derails 


Associated Press 

The two cars of an elevated train lie in the Wupper River after falling during 
the morning commute. The derailment is being blamed on a metal clamp that 
apparently was left on the track after weekend construction. 


An advertisement for 
riding freight 'stead of 
passenger trains? In any 
case, hoboing on freight 
trains in europe is illegal 
and as potentially danger- 
ous (and may he, more so) 
as anywhere else in the 
world. This zine is for. 
entertainment purposes,, 
only! Nothing here is in- 
tended. to encourage or 
discourage anyone from, 
doing dangerous, illegal 
activities, blah, blah, 
blah. Fa joy*. Be safe. 





Imagine, yur slinking thru the 116x1111. freight yards one night 
and you run smack into a worker- the hiding game is up- Normally 
not- knowing any german you’d mutter and. putter and hath, of you would 
he worse for w.ear^ But thanx. to these, few railroad phrases* now, you 
could, with confidence* stroll up and belt out with ’’Hey*. are those 
Sp ezial fla chwag en fur den Transport von S chw e r f ahrzeugen (piggyback j 
car) going: info the Empfangsgleise Crecieving yard) or are they on 
the Aus f ahr glei s. (outbound track) 1 ™ Just for a litle bit of ameriean 
flair you can throw in ”Ich bin ein Berliner 1 (I’m a jelly do nut I ) ” 
There 1 s- two hundred languages in euro pe( they say) but I thot these 
four commonly spoken ones sight make train travel a little easier*. I 
spent days in paris trying to find both, the actual thing and the word 
for freight yard! Language can he frustrating*. Keep in mind these are 
the formal words- likely there’s common words and even slang that 
common folk and. train workers use. that are variations or are different 
Hope this helps*. 


AUTOMOBLE 
CAR 


BOXCAR 

CLASSIFI- 
CATION yard 

COMMUTER 

TRAIN 

CONTAINER 


SPANI SK 

FREFCK 

GERMAN 

ITALIAN 

vagon para 

wagon porte 

- Autotran- 

carro 

automoviles 

automobiles 

spotwagen 

bisarca 

vagon 

wagon 

Drehge 

carro mere! 

cerrado 

couvert 

s tell waggon 

chin so 


zona de zone de . area di 

clasificacion triage Ordnungsgeis smistaffiento 


urea train de Hahver , 

suburban© banlieue k.ehszug treno locale 


Gontenedor conteneur Container container 


COHTAIHER 

CAH 


’vagon para 
contenedo res 


wagon 

porte— 

CGnteneurs 


Container 

flaehwagen 


carro pianale 








DESTINATION 

FLAT CAR 

FREIGHT GAR 

FREIGHT 

STATION 

GONDOLA 

CAR 

HOPPER CAR 

HOPPER ORE 
CAR 

HUMP 

LOCOMOTIVE 

MAIN LINE 

OUTBOUND 

TRACK 

PASSENGER 

CAR 

PASSENGER 

station 

PASSENGER 

TRAIN 

PIGGYBACK 

CAR 

RAILROAD 

TRACK 


destiHOS destination Zielbabnbof destiazione 


Plata forma wagon plat 52 ,^' p i a 2 le° 


Guterwagen carro marci. 


wagon. Guterwagen carro mere! 

cargei 


sstacios r*g fjg _»( 

de carga aarfhandises auterbsi ^af SCal ° merci 


Tagon de 
mercancias 


wagon offerer carro scoperto 

footer eau Cater wages. a spend e Lasse 


Yagon tolYa wagon tremie Bodenen— carro a 
tieererwagem traao ggi a 

V&g p^.^° lYa Wa S OB treat e Sckutt , Carro * 

.pax ci \ _ i - — T. T*s H»rv cr rr-i - 


minerales a uiueral gutwage* 

— — = — , P er axaeraJ 

terraplen butte de Ablaufbere 7 

desenga acbe ^brancheaeBt pangiaa 

loaoootora locaaotlYe LakomotiYe laconiatiYa 


gutwagen 


carro a 
traaoggia 
per mineralli 


pangina 


loaoootora locoaotlYe LokomotiYe 


TXa gran.de s ligB.es Haixptglexs 

principal , , 

Yoie de 

^ 5 . de sortie Ausfakrgleis 


Yia de 
salt da 

Yagon de 
pasajeros 


Yoiture Hit tel wages. 


linea 

ferroYiaria 
" \ grincipale 

Linario 
di usdta 
Garrozaa 
gasseggeri 



wagon. ,, . ^ -r- 

para r x-, wage * 1 fur den gxanale 

txaaspotar a , Transport yob. P er Ti 

Ya gon.es Ton e g g&k ex fakr aeug en trasporto 

— : l dirioorcki 


Yia ferrea voie ferree Exsenbakn strada 

Oterbau s-Lxaaa 

f errata 




RECIEVING 

yard 

ROUTING 

cardboard 

placard 

SCHEDULES 

SIGNAL- 

SUBWAY MAP 

subway 

station 

SUBWAY 

TRAIN 

SWITCH 

TOWER 

TANK CAR 

TICKET 

COLLECTOR 


SPANISH 

FRENCH 

german 

ITALrAF 

zona de 

zone de 

Emp fangs - 

area 

recepciSn 

reception 

gleise 

ricevi trice 


tar jeta 
de ruta 


horario s. 


porte- 
etiquette 
d r a cheminement 


Wagen- 

laufsciiild 


cartellino 

indicatore 

di 

destinazione 


tableau 

koraira 


Kursbuclxta f ein orari 


semaforo semaphore. Signal 


semaforo 


map a de 

rutas 

estacion 
de metro 

tren 

subterraneo 


tor re de 
senales. 

vagor 

cistern 


Carte de 
reseau 

station de 
metro 

raoe de 

metro 


poste 

d^aiguillage 


U-Bakit carta della 

Netzplan rete metro 

" B-Bahn I 12^!^ 

Station stazione 

fdella metropolitana 

B-Balut Zug tr ® B0 de f 

metro po lx tana 


Stellwerk 


cabina di 
fflanoyja 


wagon 

citerne 


Kesselwagen carro 
eisterna 






hiding 
in. a 
well car 
Spanish/ 
french 
border 
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Shreya, hoboe.ro tica, abandoned rail line 
*-: Sierra Nevada, Spain 



